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1. Q.

2. Qc

A,

Is there a special militia attached to the MYD? If 80, what color is dis-
played on their shoulderboards? .

The Soviet police force (militia) hes the offfcial titls of “Pessant:® and
Workers' Militis of the Mimtstry of Imteraml Affuirs (MVD}". Im other

words, the MVD bms coxtrol over the militis. There iz thus mo need for a

‘special militia to bé sttached to MVD forces. Members of tihe militis wear

dark blue umdforms with shoniderbomrds similsr to, but not idemtical with,

those ‘of the Soviet Army; shoulderbosrds of the militis are of the samss

material as militis uniforms. Ragk desigmations and insignie in the militia &
are the seme as in the Army. Some higher MVD officers are knowrm to wear
the militie wriform rather than the MVD wriform. Thus, the MVD officer in

the viss section of a consulate abroed sometimes weers the militia upiform
although he is not serving in the militia,

Recent auwthoritwtive imformation stxtes that the MGB bas taken over all the
uziformed eecurity sgemcies (internal troops s comvoy, operatioms; border
troops--inside aad outside USSR--which were formerly under the coatrol of

the MVD). | 25X1
25X1
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ve seen oo imdicatione, hcwever, of any bmsic changes in the system which
vas knowa to me. Uniformed security units of the MVD have been under
Lavrenti Beria's control for some time, along with the MGB. I =am not awars
of the detailed orgsmizatiomal structure under which Beria exercises comtrol
over the Soviet security organs snd the degrse of their coordimation, but
there is no doudbt in my mind sbout the central comtrol being directly ex-
ercised by Beria. 1 do not sse any reason why security enforcement per-
sonnel should wear different uniforms because of the high level comsolidation
of comtrol in Beria's hands and am umavere of amy such changes.
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25X1 : [ - L Ome of the wmport:ant branches 51 tne mvl w—m'J
spetsod'el, the security force assigped to all wejor ecompmic wnite. I
know the following details concerming its operation:. Zvery factory kas
a room reserved for the exclusive use of the spetsod'el. This room gen-
erslly hes » reimforced door, bErred windows, and a maildrop directly ac-
cessible from the outside of the building to facilitate depositing ziéssi-
fied materisl in the room without going through the plemt. Oniy the chief
of the spetsodlel anit and his assistent have access to the special room.
Broedly spesking, spetsod'el is concerned with Party and Goverment directives
and their foifillmert. The spetsod’el uamit im s plant supervises the fulfill-
went of such divectives as they apply to the plant. Actually, spetsud’el, as
8ll security forces of the USSR, imterprets its functions very broadly and
concerns itself with many details of piant operstioms. For example, 1t ve-
cruits meny informers smong the worker: and collects reports on the activ- i
ities, inmide and outside of the plent, of thelr fellow workers snd super-
vigors. Sometimes, spetsod’el uses kmowledge of umnoticed or unpunished
absenteedsm or other offenses ss & club to blackmeil workers into zoliabo-
yation. If a worker has the choice between severs punishment threatened
by the feared spetsod'sl and spying on his felloy workers, he is proae to
come to terms even if otharwise he i: a decent man. Much of the Imfmmation
on individual workers snd employees reaches spetsod'el in a direct amd
official wey. Thus every person applying for a new job has to preseat
not only his work book to prove that he vas duly releazed by kis previous
employer, but he also has to £ill out a persopal work history ia tripliicate.
One of the coptes is forwsrded to the appropriate MVD office, and two copies

© are retaired by the spetsod'el. These forms are compared with informstion

available to the spetzod'sl unit at the employee's previous place of employ-
ment. During the period from the 28th dey of each momth and the first day
of the following month, esch spetsod’el wmit prepares a report om the per-
sormel mnd activities in the ecomomic unit which it supervises; these
‘monthly reports are filed with the MVD.

k. In the Soviet Army, security funmctions were origimmlly carried out by the

osoby oty=d'el, the major functiom of which wes counter-intelligence.
DPuring World war Ii (im 1942 or 1943),this service was discontimued because
of ‘the fearful connctation of the “"osoby" (speciel) organizations after
Andrei'Y Vyshingki's "osoby" investigetions leading to the famous jrges
of the mid-nineteen thirties. The osoby otyed’el was replaced by smersh,
an sbhrevieted form of two Russima wor ﬁﬁﬁ’n’ﬁw."&eath to the eples’.
The name of tiis new counber-imtelligeasce orghnizetion was meant to place
emphesis upon efforts directed sgainst externel rather then intermel foes
of the Soviet regime snd to mppesl to the patriotic instincts of &1l menbers
of the Army. Actumlly, smersh retained the functions and the perscomel of

« its predecessor orgamization. Tiue, smersh persomnel killed peamsarts who
choss to remein in territory about to be overrun by the German Avmy rather
than to evecuste with the retreating Soviet Army. Likewise, smersh con- 25X1

Fimm_tg;gw personnel for offenses unrelated to ~spionage.
|

thet smersh personnel checked on the nature of imjuries to determine whether
sny personnel was hospitalized for gelf-inflicted wounds. OJmersh opersties
under comtrol of the Mizdstry of State Security (MGB) and is emtirely re-
moved from the autbority of the Ministry of Defemse. In his own Teslm,
(fou) Sirov, chief of smersh im Germany, is completely independent of the
chief of the Soviet Militery Administration in that country. At the
divisiomsl level, smersh has a mechal'nik (comuandant), » deputy commamdant,
and 15 enlisted mem. Such & detuchment mintsims its own Jail, supervises
convoys, gusrds, and executions. Zach regiment snd battalion has & smersh
representative who reports to the division pachal 'nik and requires the
"latter's permission for meking smrrTests. Such srresis, hovwever, may be made
without the Xmowledge of the divielom commander; generslly, appropriste
sarmy commanders are notified sfter am srrest is made by smersh, althcagh
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20 reasomus are cited for such action. Arrssts of semior officers bave to
be authorized by smersh at corps or army rather tham division level, but
even in these cases, army suthorities meed mot be upprised of the reasoms.
Army umtts are respomsible for housing, food, uaiforms amd equipment of
smersh units assigmed to them; the cost is borme by ths Mimistry of Armed -
Ferces rather timn the M3B. Smersh persommel wear green caps with a viser,
& raspberry-colored buad around the cep, smd the smersh emblem om the
shoulderbourd. Since about 194k, they kave beea suthorized to wear the
uniform of the unit to wiich they ure agsigsed, but most have chosem to
retain the vmifora pieces characteristic of smersh. To avoid say possible
confusicn, I would like to edd that jeils are maintained by army umits for
purposes other than counter intelligence and not mammed by smersh personnel,
snd that guard end cosvoy duty is mot exclusively the provimce of smersh.

- oad -

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200240003-9



